A hike to fundraising success
Unique fundraising ideas can help keep your donors engaged and excited about your mission. So when the Funding Centre stumbled across the Hundred Hole Hike, we spoke to organiser and Karingal Foundation Executive Officer CAROLINE MOORE to find out more.
What: 
The Hundred Hole Hike is an annual event that sees a group of amateur golfers complete the challenge of playing 100 holes of golf in one day – without using golf carts – to raise money for people with an Acquired Brain Injury (ABI). Players walk more than 60 kilometres on the day and play between 450 and 550 shots over approximately 14 hours.

Who:
Karingal is a not-for-profit organisation providing a range of services for people with a disability or mental illness, as well as the elderly and disadvantaged throughout Victoria.

· Where did the idea come from? Why did you choose this over more traditional fundraising events?
In 2013 Karingal presented the first Hundred Hole Hike. The idea came from a group of dedicated golfers who wanted to raise money for programs for people with an Acquired Brain Injury (ABI), as one of their friends suffered an injury that left him with an ABI. The Hundred Hole Hike is a part of an international golfing marathon network and we were the first to present it in the southern hemisphere. For the second event in 2014 we decided to expand the event to attract interest and support from the broader community and established the Music to a Tee concert component to complement the golfing event. So on one day we have golfers playing 100 holes of golf and musicians performing, all to raise money for the Karingal Foundation and the development of an ABI clubhouse for people with an ABI and their families.
The takeaway: 
Don't give people an excuse not to take part – provide something for everyone. If people don't like or can’t play golf, they can still participate by listening to music. 




· How does fundraising for this event work? What methods do you use?
The fundraising component is three fold. 
1. The golfers seek sponsors who pledge money for them to complete the 100 holes of golf, in the tradition of a walk-a-thon. 
2. All artists have donated their time to perform at the concert and money generated from ticket sales goes to the fundraising program. 
3. The event also features an auction of donated artwork and the sale of raffle tickets.
The takeaway: 
Rather than holding multiple fundraisers throughout the year, concentrate your energies by including mini-fundraisers in your main event.

Success Factors:
Telling supporters what their money will be spent on: Karingal has clearly stated that funds raised from this event will be spent on building and staffing an ABI clubhouse in their new Eastern Geelong Community Centre, where people affected by brain injury, as well as their families, can receive important peer and social support.

Expanding the event to attract broader interest and support: Karingal expanded what started solely as a golfing event to include a music concert and art auction “to attract interest and support from the broader community”.

Having diverse fundraising methods within the one event: Fundraising for this event includes everything from pledges to selling traditional raffle tickets, with golfers also encouraged to generate support through social media. 
· What effect do you think having a unique fundraising idea has had on its success?
The Hundred Hole Hike is an incredible event as the golfers push themselves to the limit to achieve their goal. Their determination inspires people to support them in their aim to raise funds. 
· What factors do you think are important to be successful or differentiate yourself from other events when fundraising?
I believe you have to find something that motivates people to participate on all levels. When there is a passion and commitment much of the hard work is done. It is also important to know and understand the story behind the activity and then be able to share that on a public level to attract interest and participants. I am also a firm believer that you have to find the fun and joy in the activity on all levels. Events like this create a great sense of camaraderie and when that is there, you can be confident there is a future for it to grow, develop and achieve continued success. 
· Do you have advice for other groups who would like to try ‘something different’ for their fundraising activities?
In any event or activity I believe you have to find a ‘natural fit’. It is important that whatever you do has a genuine story that can relate to the organisation. I believe if you are trying to be different for the sake of being different it will struggle to work in the long term. 
By The Numbers:
$28,000 raised in 2013.
Participating in this year’s event will be: 22 golfers, up from 8 in 2013, 80 volunteer caddies, 100+ event volunteers,  20+ performers donating their time.

Question: Should I set a fundraising target for my event participants?
In Frequently Asked Questions for the event, Karingal explains that “there is no set fundraising limit or fundraising expectation placed on golfers participating in the HHH. Karingal, together with event organisers, value the participation of all players and the amount raised, large or small, will contribute” to the specified project.
